
 

 

Example of a Causal Tree: Factors Limiting the Ability of Landholders to Diversify their Land Uses 
Factors are ‘caused’ by those factors to the left of them to which they are linked by lines. Brackets around a factor means it appears elsewhere in the diagram. 

Limitations to diversification

Infertile soils

Lack of innovation

Convential research paradigmsPower of industry lobby groups

Decreased availability of capital 1
Banks reluctant to lend

Product prices decrease

Decreased R&DRise of economic rationalism

Legal and policy constraints

Cap on water use

Environmental protection acts/policies

Local Environmental Plans

Murray Darling Basin Act

NSW Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Act 1994

NSW Catchment Management Act 1989

NSW Clean Waters Act 1970

NSW Water Act 1912

NSW Water Reforms

Regional Environmental Plans

State Environmental Planning Policies

the Framework Convention on Climate Change

Forestry resources belong to StateNSW Forestry Act 1916

Local government development restrictions in incorporated areasNSW Local Government Act 1993

National parks/flora/fauna/heritage/forestry/fisheries acts/policies

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984

NSW Endangered Fauna Act 1991

NSW Fisheries Management Act 1994 & Amendments

(NSW Forestry Act 1916)

NSW Heritage Act 1977 1996

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1967

NSW Native Vegetation Conservation Act 1997

NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1997

NSW Wilderness Act 1987

the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 1971

World Heritage Properties Conservation Act 1983

Reluctance of Western Land Commission to relax lease conditionsUncertainty over effects of diversification on security of tenure

Restrictions on production conditions(NSW Fisheries Management Act 1994 & Amendments)

Unreliable rainfall  
 
 


